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a high level of confidence that we will be
able to work together to help this agreement
be implemented.

And that will be my message to the others
who are coming here from around the world
today. Every nation says that it is a friend
of peace in the Middle East. Now we must
all help this peace to succeed in every way
that we possibly can. And the leaders of your
region by coming here today have, I think,
given great energy and inspiration to that and
will increase the chances that this historic
meeting will lead to the proper implementa-
tion of the agreement and to rewarding the
courage of the Israelis and the Palestinians
who have made it.

NOTE: The exchange began at 10:50 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House prior to discus-
sions with King Hussein I of Jordan, President
Hosni Mubarak of Egypt, Chairman Yasser Arafat
of the Palestine Liberation Organization, and
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin of Israel. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of this exchange.

Remarks at the Signing Ceremony
for the Israeli-Palestinian West Bank
Accord
September 28, 1995

The President. Prime Minister Rabin;
Chairman Arafat; Your Majesty King Hus-
sein; President Mubarak; Foreign Minister
Peres; Mr. Abu Mazin; Prime Ministers Gon-
zalez, Filali, Bin Shakir; Foreign Minister
Kozyrev, our cosponsor of the Middle East
peace negotiations; distinguished foreign
ministers and members of the Diplomatic
Corps; and honored guests:

I welcome you to the White House for this
milestone on the path to reconciliation.
Today we make a great stride toward the ful-
fillment of a vision toward the day when two
peoples divided by generations, by conflict,
are bound now by peace. Finally, the time
is approaching when there will be safety in
Israel’s house, when the Palestinian people
will write their own destiny, when the clash
of arms will be banished from God’s Holy
Land.

Two years ago, on another brilliant Sep-
tember day here at the White House, two

men reached across one of history’s widest
chasms with a simple handshake. That mo-
ment is etched forever in our memory. With
the eyes of the world upon you, Mr. Prime
Minister, you declared your wish to live side
by side with the Palestinian people in dignity,
in empathy, as human beings, as free men.
And you, Mr. Chairman, vowed to wage what
you called the most difficult battle of our
lives, the battle for peace.

In the days of labor that have followed,
you have both shown profound courage in
bringing us to this moment, and you have
kept your word.

The enemies of peace have fought the tide
of history with terror and violence. We grieve
for their victims, and we renew our vow to
redeem the sacrifice of those victims. We will
defeat those who will resort to terror. And
we revere the determination of these leaders
who chose peace, who rejected the old habits
of hatred and revenge. Because they broke
so bravely with the past, the bridges have
multiplied, bridges of communication, of
commerce, of understanding. Today, the
landscape changes and the chasm narrows.

The agreement that now will be signed
means that Israel’s mothers and fathers need
no longer worry that their sons will face the
dangers of patrolling Nablus or confronting
the hostile streets of Ramallah. And it means
that Palestinians will be able to decide for
themselves what their schools teach, how
their houses should be built, and who they
choose to govern.

You, the children of Abraham, have made
a peace worthy of your great forebear. Abra-
ham, patriarch of both Arabs and Jews, sac-
rificed power for peace when he said to his
nephew, Lot, ‘‘Let there be no strife between
thee and me. If thou will take the left hand,
then I will go to the right.’’ Patience and per-
sistence, courage and sacrifice: These are the
virtues, then as now, that set peacemakers
apart.

Mr. Prime Minister and Mr. Chairman,
you are showing that it is not by weapons,
but by will and by word, that dreams best
become reality. Your achievement shines as
an inspiration to others all around this world
who seek to overcome their own conflicts and
to secure for themselves the blessings of
peace.
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Chapter by chapter, Jews and Arabs are
writing a new history for their ancient lands.
Camp David; the Declaration of Principles,
signed here 2 years ago; the peace of the
Arava last year between Jordan and Israel:
With each of these, the truth of this book
has become clear to the world. As courageous
leaders stepped beyond the bounds of con-
vention, they build for their peoples a new
world of hope and peace.

Now, as this new chapter begins, it is fit-
ting that we are joined by so many from the
camp of peace. Egypt’s President Mubarak
has carried forth the commitment to peace
that began with Anwar el-Sadat and the mir-
acle at Camp David. Before there was a
glimpse of a breakthrough, President Muba-
rak stood for reconciliation. And he added
his strength, his personal strength, time and
time again in the days of the negotiations.

Almost a year ago, on the border that had
known only barbed wire and armed patrols,
King Hussein and Prime Minister Rabin
brought their nations together in peace. Al-
ready that border has been transformed, as
have the lives of Israelis and Jordanians, after
46 years as enemies. King Hussein stands a
rock on which peace can be built. In only
a few weeks, he will host the economic sum-
mit in Amman that will bring together Israe-
lis and Arabs from throughout the region,
business and government leaders from
throughout the world, to map the promise
of tomorrow.

Today we are also joined by the largest
group of Arab foreign ministers ever assem-
bled to support the growth of peace. Prime
Minister Filali of Morocco has traveled here
to represent King Hassan, who has done so
much to advance progress in the region. With
us as well are representatives of nations that
have provided vital support for peace, includ-
ing the countries of the European Union,
Japan, Canada, and of course, Norway, whose
assistance 2 years ago opened the way to this
moment.

All those who doubt the spirit of peace
should remember this day and this extraor-
dinary array of leaders who have joined to-
gether to bring a new era of hope to the Mid-
dle East. The United States is proud to stand
with all of them.

Much remains to be done. But we will con-
tinue to walk each step of the way with those
who work and risk for peace. We will press
forward with our efforts until the circle of
peace is closed, a circle which must include
Syria and Lebanon if peace is to be complete.
We will not rest until Muslims and Jews can
turn their backs to pray without any fear;
until all the region’s children can grow up
untouched by conflict, until the shadow of
violence is lifted from the land of light and
gold.

Thank you very much.

[At this point, the Israeli-Palestinian West
Bank Accord was signed. Following the sign-
ing, King Hussein of Jordan, President Hosni
Mubarak of Egypt, Chairman Yasser Arafat
of the PLO, and Prime Minister Yitzhak
Rabin of Israel made remarks.]

The President. As we adjourn, let me
once again thank all of our guests from across
the world who have come here to be a part
of this and to wish all the parties well. Let
me thank those who spoke today for their
contributions to the peace process.

Let me say a special word of thanks to the
members of Congress who have come here
from both parties, including both Jewish-
Americans and Arab-Americans represented
in our United States Congress, for their sup-
port of the United States effort.

And let me close with this simple thought.
As the cold war has given way to a global
village in which the enemies of peace are
many and dispersed all across the world, the
United States is honored and obligated to be
a force for peace, from Northern Ireland to
Southern Africa, from Bosnia to Haiti, to re-
ducing the nuclear threat and the threat of
biological and chemical weapons to fighting
against terrorism and organized crime.

But this is special. For it is in this place
that those of us who believe that the world
was created by, is looked over by, and ulti-
mately will be accountable to one great God.
All of us came from there, whether we find
that wisdom in the Torah or the Koran or
the Christian Holy Bible. If we could all learn
in that place to find the secret of peace, then
perhaps the dream of peace on Earth can
truly be realized.

Thank you, and God bless you all.
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NOTE: The President spoke at 12:23 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Foreign Minister Shimon Peres of
Israel; Mahmud Abbas (Abu Mazin), head of the
PLO committee on negotiations; Prime Minister
Felipe Gonzalez of the European Union; Prime
Minister Abdellatif Filali of Morocco; Prime Min-
ister Zayd Bin Shakir of Jordan; and Foreign Min-
ister Andrey Kozyrev of Russia.

Remarks at a Reception for Heads of
State

September 28, 1995

Thank you very much. On behalf of the
First Lady and myself, the Vice President
and Mrs. Gore, and Secretary Christopher,
we are delighted to welcome all of our visi-
tors from around the world, and especially
from the Middle East, the Prime Ministers,
the Foreign Ministers, especially Mrs. Rabin
and Mrs. Arafat, Mrs. Mubarak, and Her
Majesty Queen Noor.

We are delighted to be here again with
these four great leaders who have just spo-
ken. I was looking at His Majesty King Hus-
sein when he said he was almost 60, thinking
that he has been on the throne for more than
40 years. What I thought to myself was, for
myself, I don’t object to term limits, but I’m
awfully glad he was not subject to them—
[laughter]—because the Middle East is a dif-
ferent place because of the way King Hussein
has lived his life for peace all these decades.

I thank President Mubarak for the power
of his example, the constant strength of his
determination. Not so very long ago, my fam-
ily and I were, as with many Americans, pray-
ing for his safety. We are glad to see him
strong, leading the world working toward
peace.

I agree with Prime Minister Rabin that
Chairman Arafat makes a good speech and
a passionate one. What an interesting turn
of events his life has taken, and how fortunate
we all are that he decided to take his risks
for peace.

Mr. Prime Minister, you give a pretty good
speech yourself. I think you give such a good
speech because it is obvious to everyone that
every word you utter comes from your heart
and your mind together, and we thank you.

And to all my fellow Americans and all of
you here present, we’ve heard a lot of won-
derful words today. I would like to close with
three brief points that I believe should be
emphasized. First, I want to recognize the
negotiators, Foreign Minister Peres, Mr. Abu
Mazin, Mr. Uri Savir, and Mr. Abu Alaa and
their teams. They did this, and we should
applaud them. We should applaud them.
[Applause]

I watched today in the Cabinet Room
while the Prime Minister and Chairman
Arafat literally signed, initialed, the annex to
this agreement, which included 26 different
maps, comprising literally thousands and
thousands of decisions that these two sides
made. After long and arduous argument, they
found common ground. It was an astonishing
achievement, the care, the detail, the con-
cern that they manifested and the effort it
took to reach agreement was truly extraor-
dinary. And I do not want that to escape any-
one’s attention.

The second thing I want to say is that this
agreement embodies, for those of us who are
Americans, the things that we believe in the
most, for this agreement required the accept-
ance of responsibility, along with the asser-
tion of freedom and independence. This
agreement required people to think about
the interests of their children and the sac-
rifices of their parents. This agreement re-
quired a real effort to reach principled com-
promise, common ground, and higher
ground. And make no mistake about it, this
agreement required these decisionmakers to
do things that may be unpopular in the short
run, because they know that 10, 20, 30 years
from now, it is the only course for the future
of the people that they love.

And that brings me to the second point:
What are our obligations, the rest of us? We
can clap for them. But they have to go back
to work tomorrow. When the glamour is gone
and the applause has died out, they will be
back at the hard work. There are two things
we can do for them. The first thing we have
to do is to stand with them against terrorism.
It is the enemy of peace everywhere.

Now we in America know what it is like
to see parents grieving over the bodies of
their children and children grieving over the
bodies of their parents because people be-
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